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Judge requests special master

by Jimmy Vielkind

February 15, 2012

Prompted by the recent ruling of to begin congressional petitioning on March 20, a federal court judge in Brooklyn has requested a special master to oversee the redistricting process and is allowing a challenge to proceed further.

U.S. District Court Judge Dora Irizarry notes the case must still be heard by a three-judge panel, but she wrote that time was running out, and therefore, it was appropriate to request a special master now. She noted that despite looming deadlines, the defendants — members of LATFOR, the legislative panel now charged with drawing lines for the Assembly, Senate and Congress — “point to no affirmative steps being taken by the New York State Legislature at this time or that will be taken in the near future to pass redistricting legislation that will comply with both the New York State and United States Constitutions and New York and Federal statutes governing these issues.”

Attorneys for the plaintiffs in the case, a group of voters led by Mark Favors, responded favorably to the ruling.

“The Court’s decision today is a major step forward in our efforts to have a Court-appointed Special Master draw independent district lines,” said Richard Mancino and Daniel Burstein. “We are gratified that the Court recognized the danger legislative inaction poses to the fair conduct of New York’s elections and is taking steps to protect the voters of our State.”

Common Cause, a good-government group, also lauded Irizarry’s decision:

    “The process is clearly broken as is evidenced by LATFOR’s egregiously gerrymandered state maps, and failure to produce Congressional maps at this late date. Common Cause will provide our reform maps for the Special Master’s review, and any other assistance we can offer.”

Here’s the ruling:

Irizarry Ruling

http://www.scribd.com/doc/81590545/Irizarry-Ruling 
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